INVESTIGATIVE REPORT: 

SUBMITTED TO: 

This report pertains to an investigation of 

CWGC Canadian Aqencv 

the identification of the burial location, or 

66 Slater Street 

headstone markings, of a member of the 

Suite 1707 

Canadian Expeditionary Force (CEF) 

Ottawa Ontario Canada K1 A 0P4 

during the Great War 1 91 4-1 921 . 
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Reason for Submission: (“X” means purpose of the report) 




Casualty Identification: 


Burial Information: 




Confirmed Identity 

X 

Burial Location Identified 

X 



Most Probable Identity 


Grave Stone Correction 




Questionable Identity 


Grave Records Correction 

X 



Incorrect Identity 


Request for CWGC Details 




Other 


Other 



Supporting Documents: (# refers to attachment number; “1” information provided) 


Casualty Identification: 


Burial Information: 




Lees, Gerald Oscar 

i 

Tyne Cot Cemetery 

link 



13 th Bn. (RHOC) 

i 

West-Vlaanderen, Belgium 

i 



Captain 

i 

Plot 59 Row D Grave 1 2 

i 



Date of Death 24-04-1915 

link 

Exhumation 25-1-1921 

i 



Attestation Papers 

link 

Cemetery Schematic 

link 



Service Record 

link 

Graves Registration Report 

9 



Circumstance of Death 

1 

Concentration of Grave 

10 



CEF Canada Register 

2 

Headstone Register 




War Diary Extract(s) 

3 

Casualty Spreadsheet 




Area Map 

4 

Trench Map Exhumation 

11 



Possible Candidates List 

5 

Grave Stone Photograph 




Battalion History 

6 

Grave Stone Inscription 




ICRC Records 

7 

Memorial Inscription/Photo 

12 



Area Sketch 

8 

Reporting and Review 

13 


Summary of Findings: 





The Graves Registration Report form for Plot 59 Row D Gravel 2 lists an Unknown 
Captain of the Royal Flighlanders of Canada. That is the regimental reference to the 13 th 
Canadian Infantry Battalion. A review of all of the information clearly shows that there 
was only one Captain of the 13 th Battalion whose remains could have been where they 
were exhumed on 25 January 1921 . That Officer was Captain Gerald Oscar Lees. 
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Details of Findings: 

The findings are conclusive that the remains in Plot 59 Row D Grave 12 are those of 
Captain Gerald Oscar Lees of the 13 th Canadian Infantry Battalion, Royal Highlanders 
of Canada. 

The findings are based on the following: 

1 . The Circumstance of Death file for Captain Gerald Oscar Lees of the 1 3 th 
Canadian Infantry Battalion indicates that he was killed in action on 25 April 1915 
in the vicinity of St. Julien (Attachment #1). Historical evidence, that follows, 
shows his actual date of death was 24 April 1915. 

2. The E-103 War Graves Register states that Captain Lees was “killed in action in 
the field” in the area of Langemark (Belgium) and that there was no record of 
burial. As such, his name was to be inscribed on the Menin Gate Memorial 
(Attachment #2). 

3. The 13 th Battalion War Diary tells of the devastating conditions in the front line 
trenches during the period of 22-24 April 1915 near St. Julien (Attachment #3). 
The trenches were shelled and gassed all day on the 23 rd , with heavy 
bombardment continuing on the 24 th , at which time the 13 th Battalion was forced 
to retire to the reserve trenches. Sufficient details are provided in the appendices 
of the 3 rd Canadian Infantry Brigade (13 th , 14 th , 15 th , 16 th Infantry Battalions) to be 
able to place each unit in the area during this period. The Canadians were forced 
out of the front line trenches starting as early as 5:30 am on the 24 th , at which 
time there were heavy casualties. The 13 th Battalion, Royal Highlanders, were 
forced to draw back to Keerselaere. It is stated that the battalions “were literally 
blown out of position after position" . 

4. The area occupied by the 3 rd Infantry Brigade of the Canadian Expeditionary 
Force is depicted on Map 1 from the Nicholson Official History (Attachment #4). 
The specific locations marked show the position on 22 April 1915, to the 
northeast of Keerselaere, which is just north of St. Julien. In the days 
immediately following, the 13 th Battalion would move to take up a position along 
the St. Julien to Poelcappelle road, facing Langemark to the northwest. It was in 
this vicinity that the two Captains of the 13 th Battalion would become casualties. 

5. The CWGC Casualty Records show there were only two (2) Captains of the 1 3 th 
Battalion killed during the month of April 1915, both of whom are listed on the 
Menin Gate Memorial (Attachment #5). They are in fact, the only two Captains of 
the 13 th Battalion on the memorial for the entire period of the Great War. That 
limits the evaluation of this case to either Captain Lionel Ward Whitehead or 
Captain Gerald Oscar Lees. 

6. The History of the 13th Battalion by Fetherstonhaugh provides extensive detail 
on the action that took place, and the casualties that occurred, during the period 
of the battle (Attachment #6). The 13 th Battalion is reported to have started its 
move as early as 10 pm on 23 April 1915, at which time the Germans launched 
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the first of many vicious attacks. By dawn on the 24 th the 13 th Battalion was left of 
the 15 th Battalion, pivoting along the road. It was at this time Captain Whitehead 
was wounded in the head and reported to be “out of his senses”. Despite the 
efforts of Lt. Pitblado, Captain Whitehead had to be left behind. Lt. Pitblado then 
recovered Major McCuaig; however both men were captured by the Germans 
and served out the war as POWs. It was at this time that Captain Lees was 
reported killed. Captain Whitehead was alive but reported fatally wounded. He 
was not reported killed in action. 

7. The key piece of information uncovered during this investigation was that, 
although Captain L. W. Whitehead was mortally wounded and out of his senses, 
he did not die on the battlefield. Archived documents of the International 
Committee of the Red Cross show that he was taken prisoner by the Germans 
and moved behind the enemy lines to Langemark, a distance of approximately 

1 .5 kilometres (Attachment #7). Although the document reports that Captain 
Whitehead was there at the end of April, we do not know when he died or where 
he was buried. It is our belief that he is one of the unknown soldiers in the 
Langemark Cement House Cemetery , exhumed from the Oostnieuwerke 
Churchyard Cemetery (COG-BR Files 23641 54 & 2364161) . That is the subject 
of a separate investigation and is included here as it lends support to the 
separation of the remains of Captain Whitehead from those of Captain Lees. 

8. A marked up version of Nicholson Sketch 8 is provided to show the location of 
the CEF units and the men on 24 April 1915, when history reports that “The Apex 
was Lost” between 4 am and 10 am (Attachment #8). The red box highlights the 
area where the 13 th Battalion was situated along the St. Julien to Poelcappelle 
road, with the Germans advancing across the front lines from the north- 
northwest. The blue text on the sketch marks where Captain Lees was at the 
time of his death, corresponding to the capture of Lieutenant Pitblado and Major 
McCuaig. Captain Whitehead was recovered by the Germans and moved back to 
Langemark, noted to the northwest behind the German lines. Captain Lees was 
killed on the 24 th along the St. Julien Poelcappelle road, at the same location 
where Captain Whitehead was wounded and Lieutenant Pitblado and Major 
McCuaig were wounded and taken prisoner. If the Captain’s deaths had occurred 
on 25 April 1915, they would have been at Wieltje, a considerable distance 
southwest of St. Julien. 

9. The Graves Registration Report Form (GRRF) of 8 February 1 922 indicates that 
an Unknown Captain of the Royal Highlanders of Canada was exhumed and 
subsequently buried in Plot 59 Row D Grave 12 of the Tyne Cot Cemetery 
(Attachment #9). As noted previously, the Royal Highlanders of Canada is the 
regimental name of the 13 th Canadian Infantry Battalion. 

10. The Concentration of Graves (Exhumations and Reburials) Burial Return (COG- 
BR) shows that the exhumation of a Canadian Officer, a Captain identified by 
stars and clothing, was from trench map grid reference 28.C.6.b.3.8 (Attachment 
#10). A number of other men of the Royal Highlanders of Canada were exhumed 
from the same location. This corresponds exactly to where the Regimental 
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History shows the men were killed in action on or about 24 April 1915. 

1 1 . A period trench map has been marked to show the exact location where the 
remains were recovered at 28.C.6.b.3.8, along the edge of the St. Julien to 
Poelcappelle road (Attachment #11). This corresponds to the area marked on the 
area map in Attachment #4 and the sketch of the Apex in Attachment #8. For 
reference, we have highlighted the location of Keerselaere and St. Julien. The 
roads going north to Langemark and Poelcappelle are marked at the top of the 
map. There is no question that this is the exact location of the 13 th Infantry 
Battalion on 24 April 1915, prior to their move to Wieltje, to the southwest of St. 
Julien, on 25 April 1915. 

12. The remains of Captain Lionel Ward Whitehead and Captain Gerald Oscar Lees, 
both of the 13 th Battalion, are the only Captains missing and recorded on the 
Menin Gate Memorial at Ypres for the entire period of the war (Attachment #12). 
There are 239 men of the 13 th Battalion named on this memorial, including the 2 
Captains. They are the only Officers of the 13 th Battalion listed. 


Action Required: 

The “Investigative Report” has been prepared in accordance with the procedures and 
criteria set out by the CWGC, should they wish to make any changes to the 
commemoration details (Attachment #13). 

The discovery that Captain Lionel Ward Whitehead had been taken prisoner by the 
Germans and moved to Langemark provided the key piece of evidence that the remains 
recovered from the battlefield were those of Captain Gerald Oscar Lees. Thus there is 
conclusive evidence that the gravestone on Plot 59 Row D Grave 12 should be 
amended to record the identification and his name should be removed from the Menin 
Gate Memorial. 
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ATTACHMENT #1 


Ancestry.com. Canada, War Graves Registers (Circumstances of Casualty), 1914-1948 [database on- 
line! . Provo, UT, USA: Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 2010. Original data: War Graves Registry: 
Circumstances oj Death Recoils . Record Group 150, 1992-1993/314, Boxes 145-238. Library and 
Archives Canada. Ottawa, Ontario, Canada. War Graves Ledger Books. RG 150, 1992-93/314, vols. 
239-302. Library and Archives Canada, Ottawa, Ontario, Canada. 


t HANK OB JUTWJ 


Captain 


Gerald Oscar 


l DATE OT OAAT7A1.TY 


13th. Battalion 


25-4-15 


6026-1 


Church of England 


fc nncmrftTAKCM or casualty 


nt. nta.AYJo.TOTV!* axp APDRiatfl or saacr or nx 


•KILLED IB ACTIOS" 


|sS i 


ti uicynoif or i vit at nw* or caacaity* 


VICINITY OF ST. JULIES 


11. annrrriiv 


XOm.-tlBM t>. II «*I II *n Mi m h. ..•nifo-I - 

11 iotatios or cnnrrEiur 


1 ajtAVt: umA7taic 


D SO, i* a HAWK 


m niiRucBAFH or onvn tarkr 


EXKMCKH NO. 


. rnarooiurn or obatb and cmmrnr iirrum to 


RG. 


u. rca-mKH >aBra:tiiaju o 


II, MKJIlTttl rOOATtOMI Of UOAVC- 


Ho Record of iDurial. 


Captain G.E. Lees 


Page 5 


Tyne Cot Cemetery 59.D.12 



ATTACHMENT #2 


Ancestry.com. Canada, CEF Commonwealth War Graves Registers, 191 4-1 91 9 [database on-linel . 
Provo, UT, USA: Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 2010. Original data: War Graves Registry 
Circumstances of Death Records ; (RG1 50, 1992-1993/314, Boxes 39-144); Library and Archives 
Canada, Ottawa, Ontario. 
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ATTACHMENT #3 


Library and Archives Canada: War Diaries of the First World War. Available as (1) ArchivaNet: On-Line 
Research Tool , or (2) War Diaries of the First World War . 
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ATTACHMENT #3 (cont’d 
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ATTACHMENT #3 (cont’d 
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ATTACHMENT #4 


Official History of the Canadian Army in the First World War. Canadian Expeditionary Force 1914-1919. 
Col. G. W. L. Nicholson. Queens Printer and Controller of Stationary. Ottawa Canada 1962. (Nicholson 
Matrix Utility Digital Source by the Canadian Expeditionary Force Study Group). 
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ATTACHMENT #5 
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ATTACHMENT #6 


The 13th Battalion Royal Highlanders of Canada. 1914-1919 by Fetherstonhauah, R. C. (Robert Collier). 
1892-1949 
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ATTACHMENT #7 


International Committee of the Red Cross. 1914-1918 Prisoners of the First World War - ICRC Historical 
Archives, http://arandeauerre.icrc.org/ 
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ATTACHMENT #8 


Official History of the Canadian Army in the First World War. Canadian Expeditionary Force 1914-1919. 
Col. G. W. L. Nicholson. Queens Printer and Controller of Stationary. Ottawa Canada 1962. (Nicholson 
Matrix Utility Digital Source by the Canadian Expeditionary Force Study Group). 


langemarck 


Cpt. Whitehead T 


take as POW. 


<Q 




& 




KITCHENERS WOOD 


Ka*r**la*ra i 


COY 
, 14 >W 




VI • 


r 4l-V f 


r cor ii 


* c ° St. J ul ien 


r O/ 


Oblong 
Firm J 


cS?! 




Ha 


Fortuin 




2 MS CDN f> 

We 7 ASM." /' GUN N 

_ AREA * 

t CON FD\ 

ARTY BDC 


SKETCH 8 


Cpt. Lees/rould have 
been here on 25 April 
1915,/out he was not. 

Fr«z*nb«rg, 


L 


Varlorgnhoa*. 


D I VLS I O N // 

//$ 

•? < . . . 

°°V / : C* 

' 7 < t -vi/N «£x. 

* " N ^ 

Gr»v«n*Uf*tX«3r \ 'S\ 

BERLIN' 

' WOOD 

qjw^^Cpt. Lees is KIA 
2>s^v^A^^^^V^AdWhitehead, 

^ P i t&f?-4 Q^an^ -^ 
McCuaig are 

\* * captured on 24th. 

THE APEX LOST 

24 APRIL 1915 

:0O A.M. TO 10:00 A.M. 

Portion* at 4:00 A.M. .. 

Portion* aubiaquantty 
occupied 

Gat do od *vA^I IV « 

Garman front llna aftar 

attack V/////////, 

j Zonnebeke 

I i i 

MILE 


Captain G.E. Lees 


Page 1 5 


Tyne Cot Cemetery 59.D.12 



ATTACHMENT #9 


Commonwealth War Graves Commission. Graves Registration Report Form. 
http://archive.cloud.cwac.org/archive/doc/doc1834182.JPG 


C<^>REHENSIVE REPORT ^ Arm y Form 3372 - 

GRAVES REGISTRATION REPORT FORM. 

NO l.AREA.I.W.G.C. 




REPORT No. 51 

COLIMU^ PASSCHENDAELE 
PLACE OF BURIAL TYNE C0T BRITISH CEMETERY 


SCHEDULE No. 684/0 
8-2-22 A 
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ATTACHMENT #10 


Commonwealth War Graves Commission. Concentration of Graves (Exhumations and Reburials) Burial 
Return. http://archive.cloud.cwac.org/archive/doc/doc1836372.JPG 
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ATTACHMENT #11 


The National Archives British Trench Map Atlas. St. Julien Edition 3(B) Map wo297_0665 
Trenches Corrected 02/03/1916. Naval and Military Press, Uckfield, West Sussex, United Kingdom. 
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ATTACHMENT #12 


Ypres (Menin Gate) Memorial. 13 th Battalion, Canadian Infantry. 
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ATTACHMENT #12 


This “Reporting and Review/’ attachment is provided to assist all parties in the submission of an 
investigative report related to the identification of the burial location, or headstone markings, of a 
member of the Canadian Expeditionary Force (CEF) during the Great War 1 91 4-1 921 . The 
Commonwealth War Graves Commission (CWGC) receives a copy of this report in the event 
they wish to make changes to the commemoration details. In order to alter the records, the 
CWGC has set out their criteria for the procedure and submission of cases for review, as 
detailed below. The CWGC is under no obligation to make changes based on a report. 


Procedure: 

All new identification cases need to be 
assessed in the first instance by the 
Canadian Agency (CA) and submissions 
should go to their office directly. After an 
initial assessment, if the Agency feels that the 
case is compelling, they will then pass all the 
documentation to the Commemorations Team 
at the Commission's Head Office. Head Office 
will then review the case and inform the CA of 
their findings. The Canadian authorities will 
then decide whether or not any changes to 
the arrangements for commemoration are 
required and inform the Commission 
accordingly. 


Guideline Criteria for Submission: 

Cases need to present clear and convincing 
evidence to prove the identity of a casualty 
and must not be based on assumption or 
speculation. The Commission's 
Commemoration Team will also consider 
whether the findings of a better informed 
contemporary investigation are being revisited 
and if there is any new evidence to consider. 
By way of example, it is unlikely that the 
Commission would support a revision of the 
arrangements for the commemoration where 
it is apparent that no new evidence is being 
presented and, a better informed previous 
decision is being revisited some 100 years 
later. 


The following have participated in the preparation, review and submission of this report on a 
voluntary basis. Those noted below have read the investigative report and compared it to the 
criteria set out by the CWGC, as a guiding principle, and have agreed to have their name 
included as part of the review team. The CWGC may contact any of the reviewers at the e-mail 
address provided below. 


Name 

Affiliation 

E-mail 

Contribution 

Richard Laughton 

Private Researcher 
LMC Great War Research 
Company 

rlauahton@lauahton.ca 

Investigator 
Report Author 

Timothy McTague 

Private Researcher 
Rhode Island USA 

timmct@verizon.net 

Report Reviewer 

Greg Young 

Brigadier-General (ret), Chairman 
15th Bn. CEF Memorial Project 

1 5thbncef@amail.com 

Investigator 
Report Reviewer 

Luc Degrande 

Private Researcher 
Local Coordinator - Belgium 

luc.dearande@outlook.be 

Investigator 
Report Reviewer 
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